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Kabushima Shrine

BEH/EN\FHEREIFE 56
56 Same, Samemachi, Hachinohe
0178-34-2730
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Two tsunami monuments at the former
0ja Primary School
EHREMR LEHEAF R 30-1
30-1 Ooja, Doubutsu, Hashikami
0178-88-2111 (P& LET1RIZHATEER)
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Theisland is also famous for black-tailed gulls.
Although surviving the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami (2011), the shrine
was destroyed in a fire in 2015. With dona-
tions from all over Japan, the new shrine was
completed in 2020.
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In the schoolyard stands a monument
commemorating the Showa and the 2011
tsunami. People learned to say, “run, run,
run to the railway line in case of tsunami”.
Thanks to this, no one was killed this time as
they fled west of the railway line.
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Showa Sanriku Tsunami Monument
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Cairn, Bells and lights for the repose of
the soul
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0-torii Gate and Maple Tree

EFRNAFEFFIZEHRNAAMX
Yagi district, Taneichi, Hirono
0194-65-5916 CFEFETER R R)

EFRARTRAE 42 313 1-1
1-1, Osanaimachi 42nd district, Kuji
0194-52-2123 (A BT LERNHR)

EFRFHANAFEH 26-16
26-16, Noda, Noda
0194-78-2021 (B AN ERNIHR)

K

Fudai Barrier Sluice

AFREAR 7 #2170 EM14
30-14, Myojin, 7th district, Fudai
0194-35-2114 (BRRTRIS)
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In 1934, The monument to commemorate
the Showa great tsunami, and a memorial
service has been held every March. There
were no seawalls in the Yagi area, and the
tsunami surged 500m inland, but there were
no casualties thanks of the monument.
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The monument, erected with the public do-
nations, was designed so that at 14:46 on 11
March, the sun beam would shine through a

hole in the cairn and onto the bell of memo-
rial and hope.
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The large red torii gate in the middle of the
village held back the debris of the 2011
tsunami and weakened its force. A maple
tree has been transplanted beside the gate,
where many people were saved by hanging
on during the Meiji tsunami.
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In Meiji and Showa eras, many people lost
their lives by tsunami. The mayor of the vil-
lage erected the 15.5m barrier sluice, deter-
mined that what had happened twice should
not happen a third time. It protected the vil-
lagers from the 2011 tsunami.
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Tsukue-hama Banya houses
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Hofuku-ji Temple

EF EHFMNE 142-3
142-3, Tsukuehama, Tanohata
0194-33-3248 (HEF IR E A RAAR)

EFSHEFMAEE M 149
149, Tanohata, Tanohata
0194-33-3057
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Sanriku Railway Carbonado
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The miraculous 130 steps at the former

Shimanokoshi Station

EF EREFMALEIR 1-38
1-38, Matsumaezawa, Tanohata
0194-33-2115

Omoto Primary School

EFRERENAADIR 2-2
2-2, Omoto-Uchinosawa, Iwaizumi
0194-22-2111 (B RET1&IZ)
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One of the most historical and cultural as-
sets in Japan, the Tsukuehama Banya hous-
es, were swept away without a trace by the
2011 tsunami. In 2014 through the unity of
the fishermen and the government, a new
set of banya houses was built on the site.
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The temple was rebuilt in 1940 with the
help of villagers in a poor village that was
once said to have no doctor or monk. The
temple houses the Tsunami Jizo. Under the
base lay the earth from the houses of village
that were hit by the tsunami.
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The station building overlooking the beach
was lost in the tsunami. The 7m high bridge
also collapsed, causing many casualties. In
April 2014 the octagonal tower of the old
station building was restored and the Sanriku
Railway reopened.

T30 & BT INmORBEERH TR,
1E % WmoEKEERT, BREIE
BT ZERIFEDY, BEDLE
ICRIFRATEEDBID ST,

The previous evacuation route bypassed the
sea side, but at the request of the local res-
idents, a 130-step, 30-meter long staircase
was completed. At the time of the 2011
Earthquake, the children ran up these stairs
to save their own lives.
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[Miyako City Tsunami Heritagel
Tarou Kanko Hotel

AFRELTHHELFR-1

80-1, Tarou-Nohara, Miyako
0193-77-3305 (Fz2 > HERT—3>)
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[Disaster Heritage]Taro Landside

Seawall
EFRELTHEFIEMRA
Tarou-Kawamukai, Miyako
0193-77-3305 (=3 >HMER7—3>)
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Earthquake Memorial Park
Nakanohama

EFREHTEILE I 1311235

123 Sakiyama 3 rd district, Miyako
0193-62-3912 (RiFE EEERRE
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The Monument of Large Tsunami

EFRELTHERGTHX
Omoe-Aneyoshi, Miyako
0193-62-6447 (RETHERREE)

e e EEER) @
BREBVICEST BMEDS 4k & 15mE 8 23K E BT THANE D2
Wk TIVIE. 6 B EHFEE 10m, HELEEEAR HTHOEESIRDT
BETDAKETE WEEL33mD BEEDIFET H2A BB 8 DR
K12 BizRS BhEE s BE LT RERDOTHRDE Tld AT 2Tl
IcHiEE Nz, [ b, EREThE FroTEIE B LBEOKERTHY

RTIVARD BN SBHTET AR
FLIERROREHNHRETES (BEF
). REEBELTRESNIZSD
KIDHRFERICEZEOTN S,

The 6th-story tourist hotel built on the sea
front was flooded up to the 4th floor. The 1st
and 2nd floors were completely destroyed.
The hotel has since been preserved as a tsu-
nami heritage, and is now a disaster preven-
tion learning center in Miyako City.
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The 2011 tsunami overcame the massive
breakwater built after the Showa tsunami.
The seawall on the land side, which sur-
vived the destruction, has been restored to
its original form and is designated as
an Earthquake Heritage Site.
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The Ministry of the Environment has developed
the Nakanohama campsite in the national
park was severely damaged by the waves
over 15m. The park has been established
as a place where people can learn about the
blessings and threats of nature.
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The inscription says, “Only two people sur-
vived the tsunami of 1896, and only four

people survived the tsunami of 1933. Do not
build your houses below here.
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Mt.Ogura

EF RILEET/\IEET1
1 Hachiman-cho, Yamada
0193-65-7901 (LEBTEYLIHS)
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Whale and Sea Science Museum

EF 2L HEETH#E 7-50-1
7-50-1 Funakoshi, Yamada
0193-84-3985
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Horai Island (Hyokkori-Hyotan-jima Island)

EF R ARMBETREL-4
2-4 Akahama, Otsuchi
0193-42-5121 (KHEETERA R FHR)

[ 2-16 MR AII/NES|

Shiroyama Park

EF R AR/ BEEI2ME
32nd district Kozuchi, Otsuchi
0193-42-5121 (KEBETBR AR RIHR)
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Many people were saved by running up this
small hill in the town. The Bell of Remem-
brance was set up to remember the disaster,
to repose the souls of the victims, to com-
memorate the victims and as a symbol of
recovery.
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This science museum opened in 1992 dedi-
cated to the whales and the sea in the town
that once flourished through whaling. The
museum was damaged by the tsunami, but
the building and the whale skeleton miracu-
lously survived the disaster.
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This small island in Otsuchi Bay is said to have
been the model for the NHK TV puppet
show “Hyokkori Hyotanjima" The lighthouse,
the shrine’s gate and the breakwater were
washed away by the tsunami, but the shrine
Heritag.
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Many of the town’s residents ran up the hill
to save their lives. From here, the traces of
the tsunami and the town's reconstruc-
tion process are visible. An ossuary for the
missing has also been built, and the Light of
Hope donated by Kobe has been installed.
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Private Kosmos Park (Mural of Hope)
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Unosumai Tomosu
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Kamaishi Unosumai Memorial Stadium
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Tsunami Tendenko and Hama-cho

EFEXATRFENRRS-T2
5-72 Dosen, Kasshi-cho, Kamaishi
0193-27-3366

EFELRTHBEEILTEINE?
4-901-2 Unosumai-cho, Kamaishi
0193-27-5666

EFREATREEET 1833151
5-1, 18th district Unosumai-cho, Kamaishi
0193-27-8420

Evacuation Road

EFRLATHE-181
1-181 Hama-cho, Kamaishi
0193-22-2111 (BEHRFAREERR)
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In the aftermath of the earthquake, a res-
taurant owner and his wife, together with
volunteers, built a park with handmade play-
ground equipment to encourage children to
play. A mural of hope was painted on the
wall of a factory next to the park.
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The facility was built on the site of the former
Unosumai Disaster Prevention Centre, where
the largest number of lives in the city (over
160) was lost. A memorial for the tsunami
victims, a monument marking the height of
the wave have been installed.
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While many people were killed in the earth-
quake, students from primary and junior
high schools helped each other to quickly
evacuate the area. In that place, a stadium
has been built to pass on the memories and
the wisdom of disaster prevention to future.
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A group of local residents put up a large bill-
board with a powerful picture of the tsunami
on the evacuation route where the citizens
had fled following the “tsunami tendenko”,
a lesson from the Sanriku region which has
been hit by tsunamis many times.
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Seigan-ji Temple

EFREOHEMAB/NRELS]
453 Kojirahama, Toni-cho, Kamaishi
0193-55-2174
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Yoshihama Tsunami Stone

EFEAMETN=EEEE -3
1-3, Yoshihama-Ueno, Sanriku-cho, Ofunato
0192-27-3111 (AMEEHRBARFH#H
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Three large trees watching the tsunami
and the Minezaki Bay Observatory
EFRAMIET=EMBER
Okkirai, Sanriku-cho, Ofunato
0192-27-3111 (KMRETH BRI T

(EgimEHRGER]
FEFD—A
[Rikuzentakata City Disaster Heritage]

The Miraculous Pine Tree

EFEE AT RILET R 176-6
176-6 Sunamori, Kesen-cho, Rikuzentakata
0192-54-2111 (FEai=ETHERNZ R
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The Kojirahama area was relocated to a
higher ground after the Showa tsunami, but
this time the tsunami surpassed the 12.5m
seawall and swept away the gate and bell
tower of Seiganji Temple, where the Showa
tsunami memorial was standing.
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A 30-ton boulder near the Yoshihama River
mouth was hit by the Showa Tsunami, and
the residents inscribed the stone with the
name “Tsunami Memorial Stone”. After be-
ing buried underground for a long time the
stone reappeared after the tsunami.
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The 1500 year old “Sanriku Giant Cedar”
and the large Keyaki tree below have with-
stood the tsunamis of the Meiji, Showa and
Heise. Only one poplar remained in the now
perished town. The Minezaki Bay Observato-
ry was built on a hill overlooking Okirai Bay.
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Takata Matsubara has protected the town
of Takata from the repeated tsunamis of the
past. Some 70,000 pine trees in the area
were all washed away, leaving only one tree,
which supported the people through the re-
construction process.
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Fumon-ji Temple

EF REFEHETRIEET FHTIR181
181 Jitakesawa, Yonesaki-cho,
Rikuzentakata
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Otomo Jizo-son and the Light of Hope

on Mt. Hakone
AFREFSATNREFEF A
Myoga, Otomo-cho, Rikuzentakata
0192-54-2111 (ERIEEBERNHD)
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Rikuzentakata Auto Camp Ground

Mobilia

EF R EH/ B F#IR155-78
155-78 Usozawa, Otomo-cho, Rikuzentakata
0192-54-2111 (EEmiEEHERNTHR)

0192-55-2034 TG WP W®
B I & B4501k 1T ABREE T4 REZEATED
DEF{LETEDL > REBICE-ERSH AL SHLEL
fz. £EHSHEH HT. BB A SRR REE
BRICSESNT: BEREEZGEAI. BldALinER
EmDBREERE BHEEZERET S Do EN—8

ICBR. ZDfth, SREREDEATH
fELE THFHE - RFYHE L 25
HEDBMELFIELIADEEREE
BELRETN TS,

Some 450 bodies of the victims were kept
during the identification process. In the main
hall, commemorative items sent to Rikuzen-
takata are displayed. The temple also houses
a Jizo made from fallen trees from Takata
Matsubara statues made Zenkoji-temple.
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In the city of Rikuzentakata, where 1,759
people were killed or went missing, the be-
reaved families enshrined the Otomo Jizoson,
a memorial to the victims, on a hill overlooking
the Hirota Bay. A Light of Hope donated by
Kobe is lit on the nearby Mt Hakone.
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The tsunami, which came from both the
Hirota Bay and the Pacific Ocean, cut off the
Hirota Peninsula from the mainland. In the
absence of relief supplies and information,
some 400 residents waited for rescue at an
auto-campground.
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Hayama Shrine

ERESKIBTEZEERTS
75 Shukuura, Karakuwa-cho, Kesennuma
0226-32-2321
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Karakuwa Peninsula Visitor Centre

iR SILETERETIER 4-3
4-3 Sakihama, Karakuwa-cho, Kesennuma
0226-32-3029
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Michibiki Jizo

RSB 33
33 Sotobatake, Kesennuma
0226-28-3000 (RALBABEAGR)
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Murasaki Shrine

EREKLETERL1-1
1-1 Hamamiyama, Kesennuma
0226-22-0694
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The shrine, located on high ground, was the
only one survived the tsunami in the coastal
area of Shukuura district. After 15m tsuna-
mi hit, only the roof, pillars and outer walls
were left standing, and its restoration took
the whole year.
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In the Tsunami Experience Hall, visitors can
experience a simulated tsunami through a
combination of video, wind and vibration.
After the 2011 Earthquake, video recordings
and photo panels of the disaster were added
to the display.
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The Jizo was enshrined on Oshima Island in
the 1770s. A folktale tells the story of the
Jizo alerting a mother and child living on
Oshima about the approaching tsunami. The
Jizo Hall and the Jizo were washed away, but
it was rebuilt with the support.
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At the time of the earthquake, the local res-
idents took refuge in the Murasaki Shrine
behind the shopping street and were saved,
hence the name Minami-machi Murasaki
Jinja-mae Shopping Street was given to the
new commercial facility.




RSB HRIEGEIE
Matsuzaki-0saki, Kesennuma
0226-23-0352 (A 88\ tRt)
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33 residents spent an anxious night
running up to the Osaki Shrine, their guardi-
an deity, and tying their bodies to trees in the

precincts with ropes to prevent them from
being swept away in the oncoming tsunami.

iR = TR |F Lo 27-1
27-1 Kaminoyama, Shizugawa, Minamisanriku
0226-46-3453
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The tsunami hit the area below the torii gate.
The Monument of the Wave was erected
at the point where the tsunami reached as
a repose of the soul and a memorial to the

victims, to wipe away the calamity, and to
pay respect to the reconstruction supporters.

EREAETMBEATE2-11
4-2-11 Kadonowaki-cho, Ishinomaki
0225-95-1111 (RETHERNR)
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The 240 pupils and their parents were led
by their teachers to run up to the hill behind
the school. The ground floor of the school
was destroyed by the tsunami. The building
is now open to public as a disaster heritage
site.

BB KB I 89-3
89-3 Matsusaki-Nakaze, Kesennuma
0226-23-0352
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The shrine is associated with Kumagai Nao-
zane. The local residents survived for 10
days after evacuation following the earth-
quake. Citizens of Kumagai City in Saitama

Prefecture, Naozane's birthplace, collected
donations to save Kesennuma City.

BEREAELEALR
94 Kamaya-Yamane, Ishinomaki
0225-24-6315
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Four kilometres from the mouth of the
Kitakami River, 70% of the school’s 108
students, 74, were killed or missing. Oka-
wa Elementary School was recognised as

a refuge. It is a legacy of the disaster and
conveys a great message.

ERERETENSE-T BN
2-chome Hiyorigaoka, Ishinomaki
0225-95-1111 (REHEFR)
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The park, overlooking Ishinomaki city, is a
home to the Kashima Goko Shrine built
in the Heian period (794-1185). This is the
“mountain of life” where many residents of

Kadowaki-cho and Minami-hama-cho were
evacuated after the tsunami.

BRHESIATRE EEHIE
Hajikami-lwaisaki, Kesennuma
0226-27-2163 (H11&F)
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Jifuku-ji Temple was hit by the earthquake
and tsunami, and the chief priest of the tem-
ple has been working as a storyteller under a
pine tree miraculously survived the tsunami,

and was named as Dragon Pine, as it looks
like a dragon ascending to the sky.

EREAETEEFTAR 30-2
30-2 Watanoha-0mori, Ishinomaki
0225-24-2210
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The museum houses the reconstruction
of the San Juan Bautista, a ship on which
Date Masamune sent to the Pope in 1613.
The museum was almost destroyed by the

10-metre tsunami but reopened thanks to
support from Japan and abroad.
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The tsunami hit the queue of congested
cars in front of the temple and it was a true
picture of hell. When the water receded,
the temple was swept away, along with

everything else. With the help of volunteers
from all over Japan, the temple was rebuilt.
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The 170 students and 27 teachers at the
school were able to evacuate safely, and the
school building, which was swallowed up by
the tsunami up to the 4th floor, has been

preserved and is open for visit. Videos and
photo panels and a guided tour.
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Jizo statues scattered around in tsunami
were gathered in Saiko-ji temple. When
the Ishinomaki Minamihama Tsunami Re-
construction Memorial Park is open, the
Jizo will return to their home. Visits can be
made during opening hours.
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The oldest surviving wooden church in Japan
built in 1880. The first floor was flooded but
the building withstood the wave miracu-
lously, as many of the surrounding buildings

were swept away. The church was temporar-
ily dismantled for repairs and conservation.
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The shrine, the guardian deity of the com-
munity, was unharmed as it was located
on a high ground, but the stone torii gate
collapsed. The shrine was rebuilt with the
help of volunteer groups and other sup-
porters.
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The temple had been designated as a tem-
porary evacuation centre, but the actual
tsunami was more than 2m higher than
expected. The 60 residents who had evac-
uated to the temple, went up to a higher
ground and all survived.
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The former location of the shrine is where
the tsunami split in two. The shrine was re-
located to the current location, where it is

revered as a shrine to ward off tsunamis and
survived the recent earthquake and tsunami.
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A 3.7m tsunami hit the Nobiru area, killing
about 500 people and leaving others miss-
ing. Those who escaped to the station’s 2nd
floor or rooftop survived. The former station

building now houses the Disaster Recon-
struction and Heritage Museum.
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There is @ monument at Houkoku-ji Temple
inscribed with a poem by a Heian period
poet Kiyohara Motosuke, it is said that the
poem sang about the Jogan Tsunami, the

tsunami stopped just at the monument site,
proving the traditional belief was correct.
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Children, teachers and staff as well as the
local residents, 320 in total, were evacuat-
ed and rescued by helicopter. The tsunami
reached the 2nd floor of the four-storey

school building. The damaged school build-
ing can be visited as disaster heritage.
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A monument to the Jogan Earthquake (869)
remains, where the tsunami hit the island
from both sides. The 1,000 islanders evac-
uated to a primary school on the higher
ground. Only one person was killed.
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The Gamo Tidal Flat, designated as a special
protection area for birds and animals, was
almost completely destroyed by the tsunami.
The tidal flat eventually recover naturally as
typhoons and other events caused sand to
be deposited at the river mouth.
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The Yuriage area was destroyed by a 9-meter
tsunami that killed 750 people. In the Taisho
era, fishermen built a hill to watch over the
sea. A junior high school student who had
taken refuge there jumped onto a fishing
boat and survived.
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The islands acted as a natural breakwater
and the height of the tsunami was only
1m, but no buildings collapsed. At Zuigan-ji
Temple, a refuge for tourists, the tsunami

reached the cedar trees along the approach
to the temple and killed many of them.
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The area around the school was submerged
by the tsunami that came in from the Nanak-
ita River. More than 600 children, teachers,
staff and local residents were stranded in

the building. People were rescued by the
Self-Defense Forces on the following day.
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The tsunami hit the airport terminal and
the runway was almost submerged. In the
airport building, the designated evacuation
centre for the cities of Natori and lwanuma,

1,600 people, including some 250 local resi-
dents, were stranded.
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Six parks and parkways have been created
along the 10km coastline that was rendered
uninhabitable by the tsunami. Fourteen
shelter hills have been built on the founda-

tions built with sand and rubble. By 2020,
350,000 trees were planted.
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This 49km canal is the longest canal in Japan.
Construction started with the order of Date
Masamune, completed in the Meiji era. The

canal is said to have weakened the tsunami
force.
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The building is located 150m from the coast
in the heavily damaged Arahama area. Forty
people, including guests, staff and residents,
were evacuated from the 5th floor and the

rooftop. The building withstood the 7m tsu-
nami and reopened three years later.
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The main hall was almost completely de-
stroyed by the tsunami, but with the help
of residents, parishioners and volunteers,
it was reconstructed and the cemetery was

restored. The temple set up a disaster relief
centre.
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Located 2 km inland from the coast, only two
houses on the hillside out of 50 survived the
tsunami. A lot of debris was washed ashore,
where some residents spent the night. With

support from within and outside the prefec-
ture, the Jibo Kannon has been erected.
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Located a few hundred metres from the
coast, the tsunami reached the ceiling of the
first floor of the school building. 90 children,
teachers, staff and residents took refuge in

the attic storage space and spent a freezing
night.
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The local lesson in the area is “In case of
earthquake, go up to Mt. Isozaki”. The tsu-
nami reached the top, 20 metres above sea
level, threatening the lives of the 20 people

who had evacuated there. Out of 140 hous-
es only 13 survived in the district.
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Ryusho-ji Temple
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All the damaged gravestones were collected
and a memorial with Kannon (Goddess of
Mercy) was erected on the site, where the re-
mains of the deceased were buried. The first
Tohoku Ohenro pilgrimage marker (2011mm
high x 311Tmm wide) was erected on the site.
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The shrine was where fishers prayed for good
catches and safety at the sea. Although the
shrine was washed away, the festival held every
five years was scheduled for November 2011.
The local fishers put the rebuilding of the shrine
before their homes, and rebuilt the shrine.
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100 people evacuated to the public hall, a
designated evacuation centre. The tsunami
however was higher than expected and the
people ran up the steep slope to the Kannon
-do. The public hall was washed away, the
Kannon-do was safe.
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The locals fondly call the shrine tsunomitsu-
han and say “In case of tsunami, go to tun-
omizuhan”. 100 residents evacuated there
and saved, although the tsunami reached
the foot of the shrine. The second Tohoku
pilgrimage marker stands here.
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Matsukawaura
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Chomei-ji Temple
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Inari Shrine (Yoriki Shrine)
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Yamada Shrine
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Matsukawaura is a lagoon separated from
the sea by a sandbar. The sandbar, although
partially collapsed, served to weaken the tsu-
nami. A large “nature reserve” has been set
up to restore the pine forests on the sandbar
to their original saline wetland state.
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Residents could only watch the village from
a high ground behind as it was engulfed in
tsunami. Stranded like an island, 30 people
spent two anxious days in a temple with
some supplies.
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The shrine stood on a small hill in the Isobe
district, where 350 houses were destroyed.
The locals always said “In case of a tsuna-
mi, run to Omyojin-sama!”. The tsunami
stopped at the torii gate and the shrine was
safe.
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The reclaimed land from Meiji to Showa
was flooded and the shrine was lost. The
following year, Kuma Technical High School
donated a temporary shrine building. And
in 2016, with support from all over Japan, a
new shrine building was completed.
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Mito Shrine
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Kitakaibama Inari Shrine
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Soma Odaka Shrine
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Hiwashi Shrine
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60 houses in the village of Kita-Migita were
destroyed by the tsunami. The shrine’s main
building and torii gate were all washed away.
Only one house, the shire leader’s survived,
and the shrine’s komainu (guardian dogs) sat
in the tatami room.
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Of the 95 houses in the Kitakaibama area, 65
were completely destroyed, while the shrine
was only partially damaged. The restoration
of the shrine was considered to be an impor-
tant step for the village’s reconstruction. The
shrine building completed in 2014.
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The shrine is the site for the Nomagake ritual
of Soma Nomaoi festival. Many of the shrine
parishioners and horses died, and their har-
nesses and costumes were washed away.
July 2012, the Nomagake ritual was held with
the people’s firm vow to rebuild the area.
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The shrine, standing on a high ground, sur-
vived the disaster when a wave broke in two
in its foreground. 15km from the Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plan. While securing
the sacred deity, the shrine supported the
evacuees and shrine parishioners.
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Daisho-ji Temple
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Former Ukedo Primary School and
Mt. Ohira
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Shohatsu Shrine
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The town of Namie has been evacuated from
the nuclear power plant accident. In April
2017, the evacuation of the eastern part of
the town was lifted, allowing people to visit
Daisho-ji Temple. The temple was built in the
Heian period (794-1185) .
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At a primary school 500m from the coast
and 6km from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant, the tsunami reached the ceiling
of the ground floor. 77 teachers and pupils
fled to Mt. Ohira, 2 km away, where they
were saved by a passing truck.

HENUDRZET—REHAHLT, #
BE VY EEFESHINBRETEE,
ESOERFZREIC TRAFKEL
BFOKEGERE BTER.

More than 40 residents took refuge in the
precincts. They warmed themselves with
wood from the main shrine, which collapsed
during the earthquake, and spent the night
until a rescue helicopter arrived. The main
shrine was be rebuilt in 2019 .
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The shrine building was damaged in the
earthquake, but due to the high level of ra-
diation the shrine could not be accessed. Its
deity was thus housed in Iwaki City for 10
years. The local residents and shrine parish-
joners made a shimenawa in 2015.
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Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant
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Kumagawa Bathing Beach
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Cherry trees in Yonomori Park and
Azaleas at Yonomori Station
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The power supply was lost in the tsunami,
the reactor exploded three times. It is our
hope that the accident which has left not
only Fukushima, but all of Japan and the
world in fear and deep sorrow, will never be
treated as “just a Fukushima problem”.
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The Kumagawa River flows from Mt.Hikag-
akure. Its river mouth was one of the best
bathing spots in Futaba region. It is only 3
km from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear pow-
er plant. It is hoped that the day will come
when the people’s will be opened again.
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Yonomori Park is lined with 500 cherry trees,
some over 100 years old. As of January 2022,
the area surrounding the Yonomori Station is
open to public. The azaleas inside the
station, which once delighted passengers.
The residents are wishing for their revival.
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In December 2016, the nuclear accident re-
sponse base was completed. The pitch was
fully reopened in April 2019 with the return
of the grass, and the JR J-Village station was
built, becoming a symbol of the reconstruc-
tion of the area.
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Tenjin-misaki Park (Miruru Tenjin)
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Shugyoin Temple
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Inari Shrine (Akiba Shrine)
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In order to pass on the history of devastation
and lessons from the tsunami to future gen-
erations, a cenotaph, exhibition panels and
a monument to pray for recovery were built
in the park. From the observation deck, the
Kido River and the recovery of the areas.
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The main hall survived, but the storehouse
nearly collapsed. Even after the lifting of the
nuclear safety zone, no volunteers came to
the temple. The priest had to clean the dam-
aged temple by himself. The practitioners set
up a Shugyoin Reconstruction Blog.
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The shrine, which survived the great fire of
the Meiji (1868-1912), also survived this tsu-
nami and fire. The shrine, which was the only
one left standing after the entire surrounding
shopping area was burnt to the ground, be-
came known as the Miracle Shrine.
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The 10 km long pine forest on the coast of
Shin Maiko was intended to prevent wind
and tide, and reduced the damage in the
area. The wisdom of the Edo period saved
the residents.
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Shioyazaki Lighthouse and Usuiso
-Toyoma bathing Beaches
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Aquamarine Park
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Monument “Kimito” (with you) and a
time capsule
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The lighthouse, known for the song by Mi-
sora Hibari featured in the movie The Light-
house, was temporarily unlit. People worked
hard to keep the light for recovery. The areas
of Usuiso and Toyoma beaches were reo-
pened in 2017.
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At the aquarium Aquamarine Fukushima,
250 visitors and staff were evacuated to the
3rd floor and survived. 90% of the species
(over 200,000) were lost died. The surviving
species were returned to the aquarium when
it reopened in four months.
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The time capsule contains audio recordings
of 642 survivors from the Nakoso area
talking about their experiences, self-portraits
of 120 people, and video recordings of the
disaster. The capsule will be opened every
20 years.
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